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Living and Work Space
 
for Artists and Arts Organizations
 

More than anything else, artists and arts groups need affordable and adequate living and 
work space. A "space of one's own" is an essential requirement for creativity. But financial
 
resources are scarce, market forces hostile and antiquated city codes discourage efforts to 

U> 

U>
 

= 
~

acquire space. According to a 1983study by the National Endowment for the Arts, Chicago C> = 
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was the only one of eight major cities surveyed with no policy of support for artists' space = ~ = 
needs. U>=
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Better utilize existing arts spaces in park fieldhouses, schools and libraries. The <C = <C ~ 
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Chicago Park District, for example, has 48 fieldhouse auditoriums with stages. Only 35 of 
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them are in use for arts activities. <C 
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=Make available to cultural organizations, on reasonable terms, vacant city-owned 
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~buildings for redevelopment. 
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~Create a "Space Registry" to help arts groups and individuals find appropriate, 

affordable living and work space. 

Review and revise the city zoning code to permit artists to live and work in the 
same space. 

Review and update building codes in cooperation with all affected interest groups to 
eliminate inconsistencies and conflicting interpretations. 

Assess the real estate of artists (if owner occupied) and cultural and arts organizations 
at lower rates. 

• Rieser, E., TIle ArtSpau Study, The Department of Cultural Affairs. 1986. 



Community Cultural Centers 

Every community also expressed a need for a "space of its own" for arts and cultural activities. 
A cultural center can bring an additional focus to the community by providing challenging 
programs for its youth, stimulating the local economy and offering new opportunities for 

local artists and arts groups. 

R E c o M M E N D A T o N s 

Assist communities in determining the feasibility and planning of community cultural 
centers, as is being done by the Department of Cultural Affairs at the Hild Cultural Center in 
the Lincoln Square area. 

Develop public-private partnerships to create such centers where feasible. 

Make vacant city-owned property available, where appropriate, for redevelopment as 
community cultural centers, and help identify other public or private property for this 
purpose. 

Make city financing and other resources available to community cultural center rede
velopment projects. Both the Viatorian Mansion development and the Mexican Fine Arts 
Center have received public support of this kind. 

Bring existing and new community cultural centers into acitywide network of centers. 

Equip certain cultural centers - in geographically diverse areas of the city - with 
features such as climate controlled galleries, adequate stage area and security to permit them 
to host exhibits and performances from downtown institutions and touring groups. 

Establish local control and possible ownership of community cultural centers. Com
munities would be responsible for programming and maintenance of centers, with support 
from public agencies. 

Plan to include appropriate revenue~producing and fundraising activities in commu
nity cultural centers to help underwrite the costs of operations. 



Center City and Major Institutions 

Avibrant city depends on the vitality of its cultural life. fn Chicago, our cultural institutions, 
including museums and performance facilities, have received international acclaim. These 
institutions greatly need resources for renovation, expansion, and sometimes, for new 
facilities. The private sector and the Park District have played leading roles in assisting 
organizations such as the Field Museum and the Art Institute with their facilities programs. 
The city and the private sector created a unique partnership to save the Chicago Theater. We 
must have more creative partnerships to meet the future needs of our great cultural institu
tions. 

R E c o M M E N D A T o N s 

Increase coordination of cultural facilities policy and planning among the Planning, 
Economic Development, Public Works and Cultural Affairs departments. 

Identify new public and private sector financing sources and techniques to support 
development of new facilities and renovation of major institutions. 

Identify tenants and private sector funding to supplement city financing for the 
redevelopment of Theater Rowan Dearborn Street. 

Pursue private-public partnerships for the redevelopment of Navy Pier as a cultural 
and recreational attraction, as suggested by the Mayor's Navy Pier Task Force. 

Include the Department of Cultural Affairs in the planning process to enhance the 
success of the new Chicago Public Library, the most important new cultural facility being 
constructed in the city. 

Develop a two-fold policy of city support for major facilities development, both to 
major facilities without institutional affiliation (such as Theater Row or tbe Auditorium) and 
to existing major institutions (whether or not on Park District land). 
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Guild Books 
Harwood Elorly Music EnStmbl. 
He.rl of Uptown Coalition 
HegtwiiIdJ Chamber of Commerce 

~:~:~~h~~.I~~:~ Commitl~ 

~r", C~~~~~I=~fA~~~tSOnd~f~ 
HibNrd 5c:hool PTA 
Hild Cullural Center AdvisoryCouncil 
Hilliud Loc~l AdvISOry COIlnal 
His Mal"slit's Clerkes 
~~!.d:;cp~r.s~~iLllion of Women 

Hollywoocd~~rlh PMk Improvement Association 
Holy Resurre<tion ~rb;"n Orthodox Cathedral 
Holy Trinity D.y (lasSts for the Dear 
HoneybunChes 
Hori~ons rollhe Blind 
Howard Area Community Center 

~~~'~~~\i~~ ~:~b~·~~t'Fn·roln The.l,e 

:t~: ~;t ~~~~t~'~r Cammeltt 

~~: ~;~ ~Cn~;~~~ Co. 

:Vr~: ~~t.~~~fC~~mUniIY Conftren~ 
Hyder.had Socie:r. 
Hyperactive Chil ,.n lust 
rem local Advisory Coun~il 
Illinois Alliance lor Arts Education 
Illinois ArtsAllilnce 
Illinois Arts Coalition 
Illinois Arts Council 

::::~~:~ ~~:~~~~i~t" O~H~~~~ci~ghI5 
Illinois Humaniti"! Council 
Illinois Institute of Tt<;hnology _ JJTCenter 
Illinois National AS5yrian Council 
Illinois PTA 
Illinois Society for the Pre''Ention of Blindnm 
illinOiS Theatre Association 
Imagination The.te', Inc. 
Immtdiate Theatrt Co. 

:~d~a;s~~it.l~s~h~~: Theatre 
Indian Council fire 
Indonesian Dance Group of Illinois 
IndoneSian Music Socidy 
Inkwolks 

:~~t~:u7;tro:~i~e American Development 
Institule ~I China Studies 
International Camp Counstlor Program 
Internalional Danctrs 
International Pelka A!;Socjation 
Irish American Herit.ge Cente, 
IVS School of MUSIC 
Jane Addams Center, Hull HouSi' 
Japantse American Association 01 Chic.go 
Japantse American Service Comminee 

J: ~:~~~ O~ji~~~O 
jefferson Pdlk Cham~r of Commerce 
Jewish Film Foundation 
Joan Hickey (Quintet, Qualtet) 
Job Resoul'Cts 

J~~: a~~n~;~~:;frll~~,~~u, round.tion 

johnston R. Bowman Health Cente!" fOlthe Elde!"ly 
oinl Civic Committet of Iialian Americans 

lolly lumbtr lacks 
Joy Horwich Gallery 
Joyct l'Qund,tion 
Joyce's Fine Alts Academy 
Jualel High School Video Club 
K.lptule 
K.ltherine Dunham Dance TheatrtlStudio 
Ktnwood United Chlistian Chulth 
Ktnwood·Oakl.nd Community Olganillllion 
Klem GaUery 
Kortan American Artisl> Council 
Kortan American Community SelVice 
Kortan Community Council 
Kosduszko Danctts 
Kukowiak D.ncers 01 the P.R.C.U. 
Kuumba Theatre 
Lakambini Ptlforming Arts 
Lakt Short S~mphony Olthe,tra of Chkago 
Lakt View Centlal BU5iness Assn. 
Lake View Citiuns' Council 
Lake Vin. Mu~ical Society 
L.ktside Community Committee 
lakevIew Ch.mbtr of Commerce 
Lakeview Cultur.1 Cenle, 
Landmarks Preservation Council of Illinois 
Lao Association of Chicago 
Lao Association of tlJinoi, 
Lathrol' Homes Local Advi50ry Council 
Lallno Chicago Theatel Company 
Latino Inst,tute 
Latino Youth 
Lawndale Local Advis0'1 Council 
Lawndale Ploples Planmng and Action Conferenct 
Lawndale Renaissanct Bluesville 

~:~~~ ~~~17;~IS~~ent COlporarion 

~'Zil~t f~t:rGSd:,til~ec.Ms 
Lt Ballet Pttit School of Dance 
Lt Chici Danctrs 

~:~i~:f~~~~~ g~:;:rs 
leClaire Cou,ts Local Advisory Council 
Leikalrin Cen "Helm hug" Norwegian Folk Dancers 
Ltrne, ~"'spaPeJi, Inc. 

Lile Cent.. Church 
Lileline Productions 
Lill Stl1'etG.llelY 
Lincoln Opera 
Lincoln Park Chambtr of Commerce 
Lincoln Park ConselVation Association 
Lira SingeJi,loc, 
Lithuam.n Choul Ensemble Dainava 
Lithuani.n Monttssori Society 0/ America 
lillie Vill'ge Community Council 
Lloyd A. Fry Foundat,on 
Logan ~uare Ch"ago Boys and Girls Club 
Logan SQu.re NeighblJrhood Associ.tion 
LOOking &ckwam to Move l'Qrward 
Loop Group 
Lulac N,tion.1 Educational SeIVK:e 
Lutheran Social Services 01 Chicago 
Lutheran Social SelVices 01 n~nois 

~;dCd?';P~rt~~f1gviSOry Council 
Marcy-Newberry Association 
Marianne Dtson Gallery 
Mary McOo"'E1l Settlement House 
Marr:Archie Thealre Company 
Mas, Ballet ChIcago 
Mayo..s Advisory Committee on Asian-American Affairs 
Ma~o"s Commission On Latino Affair.; 
Ma~o"s OfAce of FJlm and Entert.inment Industrits 

~l~~~~?~~~~brrial Evenls 
Melodic Strings TamburitUlns 
Melit Pro.!:..m, In(. 

~:~~rr:lg~~~~~~:;~;~~i~~e 
~:~1~:~ ~i~~~~t~i~e~~~~~~~~ South Chicago 
Mexican rolkloric Dance Company of Chic~go 
Mid·AusHn Ste~ring Committee 
Midtown &nk 

~~,:~~o;::'~nuu~t~~~USt~et 
Milwaukee-Di'..TSt)' Chambe, of Commelte 
Ministers on the Move 
Minstrels I 
Mira,lnc. 

~i~~~eg.~~~es;~d1~ Liles 
MoebiusTheatre 
Mo),1ing Dance and Arts Center 
Mongerson l'lundeJ1ich Gall~ries 

~~~;cI~~E7mwood Park Chamber of Commeite 
MOldine &< Coml"ny 

~~~;n S~~~c~:.emy 
~1~1~~ ~~~~;etnL~~nArts High School 

Mundelein College 
Muntu Danct Theatl1' 
Museum of Contemporary Alt 
MUStum of Contemporary Plmtogtaphy 
Mustum of Science and Industry 
Music Business Elmhurst College 
Muslim Community of America 
N.A.R.A.S. 
NAESCoUege 
National American Indian Outpost 
National American Indian Committee 
National American Indian Fede,,1 Credit Union 
NaHonal American Indian Suppo,t Program 
National Endowment for the Arts 

~::~:: ~d~g~~~t;:~rChrca 0 
National Wriler.; Union Chicago~hapte, 
~::: ~~~~s~~r~~~o~~nillltion 
Near Northwt'st Civic Commillte 
Nen Northwest NeighblJrhood Network 
~.. \',~st SIde Community Committee 
~ighblJrhood ImplO\'Ement Comminee 
NeighblJrhood Institute 
New Art Examiner 
New Music Chicago 
Newberry Libllry 
Next Theatre Company 
Nghia Sinh tnternational, Inc. 
N,ghtlight 
Ninasama-No The.1Tt' 
Ninety-filth Street-BeVErly Hills 6usiness Association 
NOIth and Austin Melthants Assn. 
l\'olih !'ark College 
Nolih !'ark Village 

~~~ ~l~snl~~:~~~t~~~~e 
North Rive, Commission 
North Town Communi!)' COIIncil 
Northcenler Chamber of Commelte 

:t~~:::: ~~~~~g~~nilllHon 
Northelstem Illinois Uni''Ersity 
Nollhelstem Illinois Uni''Er.;ity Jazz Society 
Northli,ght Theatre 
NOlthslde Ikarning Center 
NOlthtown Chambe' of Commerce 
NOlthtown Civic Ik,gue 
No,thwest Austin Council 

~~~:::: ~~f~:~~ani~tion 
Norlhwest Community §Jganization
 
Northwest Educational Cooperation
 

~~~:~: ~;~f::~~;:hffiJerahon 

it~i~~c~i:~r~n~~~~t~~~:~ment 
Offict of Catholic Education Archdiocese of Chicago 
Oink! Press,lnc. 
Old Town School of Folk Music 

Old Town Triangle Association 
Omnibus Education.1 
Onward HOIlSi' 
Optn Mike 

g::h~s~~d~1'l1inOiS 
OJganicTheate, Company 
Olpnillltion of Chinese Americans 
OrganilllHon of New City 
0'Vnillltion of the North East 
Onana Singers 
Oriental Institute 
O,lda: Pelish Youth Association in U.S.A, 
Osgood Dancers, Inc. 

g~~,~rs:~ ~~;!~~";lh~1 
Park West 
Palkway Communi!)' HOIlse 
Paltners ro, Liv3ble Places 
Paltners in Mime, Inc. 
Pay Sasselti Olthest,a R.5. Altlactions, In,. 
Ptaee Mus.eum 
Ptgasus Player.; 
Ptopie Concerned JOI Social Change 
Plople, Yes! 
Plople's Association Pro Community Action 
Plople's Musk School 
Ptrceptual Motion Dance Group 
I'elty l Juhan H.S. 
Ptrro,mance Communit~ 
~rimeterGallery 
Peter Bell and Associates 
Pttel Miller GaUery 
PIIil Cochran and the Ciltle of Sound 
Phil Vanchetta Olthestra 
Phillipine Conmt Choir oj Chicago 
Phillipine Express 

~:~t~~h~~~~~~~ 
Piccolo Produ,tions, In,. 
Pilstn Chamber of Commert'E 
~~:~~~h~~e;ommunity Coumil 

Pef.sh American Congl1'5S 
I'clish Alts Club 
I'clish Dancers Il'clish Musk 
Pelish Falcons of America Districl 2 
Pelish HiShlandt'rS Han 
fuhsh N,t,onal A1hanee 
Pelish Roman Catholic Union of America 
fulish Youth Association 'Harlmtwo" 
Pelonez Dancm of Chicago 
Pol un BalriO MejOf 
Poltage Park Ch~mbtr of Commelte 
fullage-Cragin Library 
Prana bs.emble 
Printworks, Ltd 
Project 80 
Puerto Rican Congl1'ss of Musk and Art 
Puerto Rican Cultural Center 
Rafael Cintron Cultural Center 
RaJo Internarional Combo 
Raiees Del Ande 

~~~~t:e;::et GaUery 

Ra''Enswood ComelVation Commission 
Remains Theatre 
Resumction Luthe..n Chulth 
Rhona Hoffman GaUery, ltd 
Riley Gallery 
River North Association 
Robtrl TaylOf Local Advi50ry Council 
RockweU-}'bplewood Gawens Local Advi>ory Council 
Rogers Park Chamber.oJ Commerce and tndustry 

~~~ ~:;~ ~~;:'ori~:IJ~~~cil 
Rom~ine ProducHons
 
Romlniln Easlem Orthodox OTulth - St, Mal)'
 

~:~t ~~\~~~;lbe~i~~e~ent Council 

Roya~~i.~l~~ry 
~. DonneUey and Sons 
Ruiz Belvis Cultural Center 
Saints 

r&a~~~~~rS~~i~a~o Staff Band 
S,C.O.P.E.
 
Screen Magazine
 
SeaJCh Developmental Cente,
 
Search rorTlIlth, Inc.lazz AU Star.;
 

~if1ie~f~~c~a~(F~mJ:ar;rng Ftople, Inc. 
Sensemalli Dance Group 
75lh &; 79th Stret't Busintss Associarion 
Sh ..... Tikvah Congregation I Men'~ Club 
Shedd Aquanum 
Sherwood Consemtory. of Music 
Shol1' 'Nuff Danct Studio 
Shubert OIgani.ation 
Silent Sounds, Inc. 
63rd Street Growth Commission 
Social Effects Libelating Families 
Society for Flamenco Studies 

~le~\~s~~~':1i1~~~k Community.council 
South Chicago Chamber of COmm~rt'E 
South Chrcago OJganized fo, hople's Elfo,ts 
South Chicago Suzuki Music 
Soulh Ea,t OTicalo Commission 
South Shore Ban 
South Shore Commission 
Soulh Shole Cultural Council 
South Side Community Alt Cenler 
South Side Planning Board 
Southtown Planning 
Southwtsl Community Congnss 

Southwest Parish and N~ighblJlhood Ftdmtion 
Sonlh"'Est Symphony 

~~~t~~ ~i~~~n~~i:a 
~f;;(~~.~~W'eligiOUS Education) 
S1. Augustine College 
S1. Augustine's Centel for American Indians 
S1. Bam.bas Ulban Center 
S1. FelicillS Adull Ooil 
S1. Francis Xavier Chulth 
S1. lames Unittd Pl1'sbyteri.n Chulth 
S1. losaphat Chulth 
S1. KeVin Chulth 
St. Mark Church 
S1. Thomas of Cante,bury Church 
S1. Xavier College 
State of Ilhnois Art Gallery 
Stateway G~Idens Local Advisory Council 
Step, Inc. 
Stepptnwolf Theatre 
StonnAeld Theatre Coml"ny 
Stl1'tl Sounds xmidos se la Calle 
StJfttmille 0T&'nillltion of Acli,'e Residents 

~~~~~~~~e~t~:~~::Commelte 
Taylor Street~ Talent 

~:~K~elr~~IC~ntl1' 
The Woodl.wn Organization 
Theatre Building 
Theatre First, Inc. 
Theatl1' Historical Society 

H::~:~ ~;~I~n6ePanJ Uni.ersity 
Tra,·eler.; and Immigrants Aid 
Triangle Community OlganillltiOn 

~~~~:~ 5~\~~eChurch of Chrisl 
Truman IndoChinese Refuget Proglam 

~;~~~~i ~:;~_f::d~.~n~.;~~~nC~:cil 
25th Legislati"e Distnd 
Ukrainian-American Male Choi, "Sulma" 
Ukrainian ViUage NeighblJlhood Council 
UNICEF 
UN.J.T.Y. Center 
Uni Dance Ensemble 
Unicorn Mime Ensemble 
United Latin Am~rican Busines,men of 26th Strttt 
United ~ighblJrhood Olpnillltion 
United Nti$nblJrhood OrganizatIOn of Southeast Chicago 
United ~:~~~rhood Organization of the Back olthe 

B~~~e:r.;~~f;~~~ Adion 
Univmity of Cl:icago Ope,ations 
Univmity of Chicago Smalt G.llery 
Univmity of Illinois Communication Depariment 
University Village Association 
Upra,'E 
Uplown Baptist Church 
Uplown Chambel of Commerce 
Uptown Chicago Commission 
UIl,an Gateways 
U,ban Traditions 
Valblomman Children's Club 
Venitl, Stine, & Conmt Dame, Inc. 
VicThealre 
Vietn.mest Associ,tion of Illinois 
Vietn.mtse Buddhist ASSCK"i.1tion 
Vivian Harsh Collection Woodson Regional Libl!ry 
WakarQI Shi1u-K.li 
WashIngton P.rk Homes Local Advisory Council 
We Can 
Wells-Darrow Local Adviwry Council 
Wentworth Gardens Local Advisory Council 
West Central Assn 
West Rh'Er Park Impro''tIIlent Association 
West Town Training Cente, 
Westside Alts Council 
Wtstside Business Impro''Emenl Association 
I'ltstside NAACP 
Wtsttown Concerned CitizeM COiIlition' 

Coalition Accion Latina 
William Ferris Cholale 

~~~~ a~~d~U}~~'F;rst 
Women in Film 
Women in the DilfC'to,'s Ch,il 
Women's Board of the Art In,tilute of Chicago 
Woodlawn East Community and Neighbors 
WPAGallery 
WXRT-Radio 
YMCA of Metro Chicago 
Young AudienCt'S 
Youth Guid.nee 
ZenithID6 Studios 
Zgoda P.N,A. 
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